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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola was held on February 23, 2010 at 1:00 p.m., at the City Commission Room at City Hall 2 W. Jackson, Iola, and Kansas.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Mayor Maness called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Bill Maness and Commissioners Craig Abbott and Bill Shirley were present, with Mayor Maness presiding.  Also present were City Administrator Judy Brigham, City Clerk Roxanne Hutton, and City Attorney Chuck Apt. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Maness led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA

A motion was made by Commissioner Shirley to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Abbott seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

· Luke Bycroft, Recreation Department Director spoke on behalf of Lyle Kern who was unable to attend.  Lyle’s brother and his family were in attendance also.  Lyle had spoken to David Toland about possibilities of obtaining a grant to convert the tennis court into a pickle ball court.  David said that he could possibly obtain a $1700.00 grant to resurface the court.  The Recreation Department budget would allow for $1,000.00 for the posts, which would be constructed by the Power Plant Employees, nets and windscreens.  Commissioner Abbott made a motion for Luke to put together a cost analysis and show where the money   will come from and present it to the commission. Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.
CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes Approval –February 9, February11, 2010

B.     Appropriations Approval – 2010-4

C. Personnel Actions
· Tony Godfrey – Code Services – 6 Month Evaluation

· Kay Maple – Clerk - Retirement

· Jeremy Ellington – Fire Department – New Hire

Commissioner Abbott made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.
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NEW BUSINESS

A. Decorative Banners – Jana Taylor –  Jana was present to show the commissioners the banners she wants to put on the light poles on Madison Street.  Kent Tomson, Electric Distribution Superintendent stated that it would be best to keep the banners on the poles from Walnut to Sycamore, which would be 17 poles. Sponsors would be obtained for the banners and their names would appear on the bottom of the banners.  Commissioner Abbott made a motion to approve the city employees hanging the banners.  Motion seconded by Mayor Maness.  The vote was three ayes.
B. Pregnancy Resource Center – Request Representatives were present to request use of the Recreation Community building to conduct a fundraiser Craft Fair for the Center on April 24, 2010 from 7:00 a.m. – 8:oo p.m.  Commissioner Abbott questioned why the Recreation Advisory Committee couldn’t approve these requests. Administrator Brigham reminded Commissioners that a policy is in place that states that a group could not use the buildings to sale merchandise.  A motion was made by Commissioner Abbott to approve the request for this one time only.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.
C. Fun & Fit Grant Project – Luke Bycroft – Luke Bycroft and Angela Henry were present to ask for a letter of support for the grant application.  Luke reviewed his department’s goals for the 2009-year and how they were met.   A goal of 5% increase in participation in youth activities was set the actual increase was 6 ½ %. A goal of 6 new programs was set and the actual increase was 12. Goal to host 12 individual activities   actual number was 15. Luke went on to inform the commissioners of his goals for 2010.  The full-time employee that will be half funded through the grant will be staffed by the Recreation Department.  Mayor Maness stated that he would like to see coordination between the city and safe base from the beginning of the grant process not waiting until it is down to the wire. A motion was made by Commissioner Abbott to approve the letter of support for the grant removing the swim tickets from the proposal.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was Commissioners Abbott and Shirley in favor, Mayor Maness opposed.  The motion was passed by a majority vote.
D. CDBG Housing Grant – Jeff Bauer – Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer was present to request the approval of the official grant application for the community development block grant for housing rehabilitation project. Commissioner Abbott made a motion to authorize Mayor Maness to sign the grant application forms.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Abbott.  The vote was three ayes.
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Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer approached the Commissioners about a building permit for the Library remodeling.  According to the current status of the building it is a non-compliant structure for the zoning ordinance, therefore it cannot be granted a building permit that would make it more out of compliant.  An approval by the zoning board for a variance on encroachment of the setback was not an answer to this issue. Attorney Apt stated that the current ordinance would have to be repealed. A lengthy discussion followed. Attorney Fred Works reported that the Bowlus has given the library easement onto their parking lot, which would give the library plenty of set back.

2:53 p.m. Mayor Maness declared a five-minute break.

Mayor Maness made a motion that the Commission would support Jeff approving a building permit for the library remodel project based upon obtaining the easement from the Bowlus.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley. Voting in favor of the motion was Mayor Maness and Commissioner Shirley.  Commissioner Abbott was opposed.  The motion passed by majority vote.

E. Police Vehicle Discussions – Jared Warner – Chief Warner presented bids for the two patrol cars that are in the 2010 budget for replacement.  There was a $3,900.00 difference in the Olathe Ford and Twin Motors bids.  Since the department receives good service from Twin Motors and they have donated the DARE car for the department the Commission was in favor of buying from Twin Motors even with the higher bid.

F. Housing Authority Properties – According to the Housing Authority Director all properties that they are responsible for must be deeded to them in order for them to continue to receive and use housing and urban development funds for operating the facilities as well as obtaining grants for these facilities.  The properties are:  

· Townhouse West – 217 N Washington

· Duplex Units – North Buckeye Street

· Duplex Units – North Second Street

· Duplex Units – North Cottonwood Street

· Duplex Units – North Kentucky & Ohio Streets

A motion was made by Mayor Maness to transfer the property to the Housing Authority.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.


G. Commercial Drivers License Requirements – It has become apparent that CDL’s are required with more vehicles to date.  Administrator Brigham outlined the new job positions, which would require the employees to obtain the CDL’s.  There would be a change in the pay scales.  Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the new pay scales for those employees affected by the requirements.  Motion seconded by Mayor Maness.  The vote was three ayes.
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A motion was made by Commissioner Abbott to approve the Personnel Action Form for Tony Hutton to move from the Sanitation Department to the Sewer Department.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.

H. Human Resource Position – Administrator Brigham informed the Commissioners with Kay Maples retirement her recommendation would be to hire a Human Resources manager.  Since the last HR Manager left the city the duties were split between Kay Maple, Beth Ann Turner, City Attorney Apt and herself.  It would benefit the city to bring all of these job duties under the one person.  The position would be in the E-9 pay scale with an exempt status.  The Commissioners questioned why this position would be under the direction of the City Clerk.  This is because of the payroll duties; they would like to see the position moved under the City Administrator.  Motion made by Mayor Maness to approve advertising for this position.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.

I. City Clerk/Code Office Staffing – The two departments are requesting combination of two part-time employee positions into one full-time position utilizing Chi Wiggin currently in the part-time position.  Motion made by Commissioner Abbott to approve this request.  Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion with the vote being three ayes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Advisory Election – Discussions – City Clerk Hutton reported that the election has to be held 250 feet away from the official voting center.  Staff has looked into using the First Baptist Church.  The Commissioners requested that City Clerk Hutton make the decisions necessary to run the election i.e. number of ballots, voting place, workers etc.

COMMISSION & ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

A. Commissioner Abbott –  
· Nothing to report

B. Commissioner Shirley – 
· Noting to report 

C. Mayor Maness –

· The Mayor inquired as to when the ice and snow damaged streets will be repaired.  Administrator Brigham stated that Dan Leslie, Street Superintendent is well aware of all of the damage and as soon as weather allows they will be making repairs as needed. 
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D. City Administrator Brigham

· Reminded Commissioners that the CITF group will be leaving for Washington DC tomorrow. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney / Client 3:52 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley and seconded by Mayor Maness to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss attorney / client matters.  The vote was three ayes.  Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Administrator Brigham, and City Clerk Hutton.  The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:55 p.m.
DATE / TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 9th  , 2010

                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 23rd , 2010

ADJOURNMENT

3:56 P.M. Motion was made by Mayor Maness, and was seconded by Commissioner Abbott to adjourn the meeting.  The vote was three ayes.  As the vote was unanimous, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Approved by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola, Kansas this 9th day of March 2010.






Mayor, Bill Maness






City Clerk, Roxanne Hutton

