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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola was held November 24, 2009 at 1:00 p.m., at the City Commission Room at City Hall 2 W. Jackson, Iola, and Kansas.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Mayor Maness called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Bill Maness and Commissioners Craig Abbott and Bill Shirley were present, with Mayor Maness presiding.  Also present were City Administrator Judy Brigham, City Clerk Roxanne Hutton and City Attorney Chuck Apt. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Maness led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the agenda Commissioner Abbott seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes Approval –November 10, 2009


B.     Appropriations Approval - 2009-22

C. Personnel Actions
· Donald Leapheart – Fire Department – Annual Evaluation
· Roxanne Hutton – City Clerk’s Office – Annual Evaluation
· Mike Phillips – Electric Generation- 6 Month Evaluation
Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion seconded by Commissioner Abbott.  The vote was three ayes.
PUBLIC COMMENTS  

· Loretta Andres inquired as to the use of the Charter Ordinance Committee when the people voted as they did.
· Mayor Maness explained that the way the ballot question is written the number of Council Members automatically goes to eight plus a mayor.  The Committee was appointed to develop a “proposed Charter Ordinance” after obtaining citizen input if they truly want the nine-member council or if they want to have a five member plus Mayor council.  
· Patty Gardner inquired about her relocation money from the 2007 flood.  Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer spoke with Ms. Gardner and Mickey Davis yesterday.  Mickey Davis stated that he is working on the final steps for Ms. Gardner.
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· Ken Rowe addressed the Commission with his concerns on the Charter Ordinance Committee.  When he asked the Commissioners one on one their opinion on the vote and other matters concerning the law Attorney Apt directed the Commissioners not to answer Mr. Rowe’s questions due to the fact that he was wanting a legal opinion.  Mr. Rowe continued to read from local news articles and information that he had gathered concerning the issue.
· John McRae a member of the Charter Ordinance Committee reported that at their meeting yesterday a member stopped their meeting stating he had called the Secretary of State’s office and they told him that the committee was acting illegally.  This morning Administrator Brigham and John McRae both spoke with Brad Bryant, Chief Election Officer at the State of Kansas he stated that the question that was posed to his office was worded wrong therefore they withdrew their opinion that the committee was acting illegally.  Sandy Jacquot, Attorney for the League of Kansas Municipalities spoke to the committee at one of their early meetings corresponded with Mayor Maness concerning this issue and informed him that the city was well within their Home Rule rights to have the committee and if the Commission did not approve a charter ordinance then the election would default to the statue.  Mr. McRae reminded those present that the committee meets every Monday at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall.
· Sandra Drury stated that she knew she was voting for 8 members of a council plus a member.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Park Community Building Discussions – Assistant Administrator Corey Schinstock and Park Superintendent Berkley Kerr did a walk through of the building last Thursday they created a punch list of items that still need done.  Mayor Maness asked the representatives of Below Standard Construction if they had a completion date.  They would not give a completion date. 

B. E-911 Dispatch Discussions – Angela Murphy – Ms. Murphy complimented Eric Lawrence on his assistance throughout this changeover. The city staff has been very supportive. She is present today at the request of the County Commission to see what the city’s position is on leave for the employees that will transfer over to county employees at the end of the year.  Administrator Brigham stated that she is trying to get all of the employees to use their holiday time so that won’t be a problem, personal time has to be used up by the end of the year.  The commissioners directed Administrator Brigham to work with Ms. Murphy and bring a proposal back to the Commission.

C. Flewharty House Proposal – Mayor Maness questioned why we needed a contract with this property when no other committee’s had such a contract.  Attorney Apt informed the Commission that the property is City property and as such cannot be given away or destroyed without approval of the city. Following discussion the commission agreed that the Library Board could have free use of the house for Library purposes if they are planning to dispose of property they needed to notify city staff and dispose of it properly.  Any alterations to the building could not be done without obtaining a permit prior to beginning such alterations.
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2:31 p.m. Mayor Maness declared a five minute break.

D. Rail trail Public Forum – The Public Meeting was open for questions and comments from the public.  Representatives from LandWorks Studios presented the preliminary plan. LandWorks is seeking a KDOT 80/20 grant on behalf of the city.  Will present a resolution at the next meeting of the Commission. Discussed the installation of lights on the trail.  The plans will be published in the Iola Register.  Since there were no more questions or comments from the public the public meeting was closed.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Cedarbrook Phase II - Discussions –  Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer will have the recommendation of the Planning Commission for the plat at the next meeting.  Staff would like approval to complete the engineering.  Following discussion the commissioners indicated they were ready to continue.
B. 518 N Second - Resolution –   The property was sold following the title search on the last resolution to continue with condemnation procedures, therefore a new resolution must be passed with a public hearing set for January 12th.  A motion was made by Commissioner Shirley to set the public hearing. Motion seconded by Commissioner Abbott.  The vote was three ayes.
C. Storm water Rate – Ordinance – This was budgeted in 2010 would put a $2.00 charge on all electric meters.  The money would then be earmarked for storm water drainage issues.  The Commissioners stated they would like to table this item until the next meeting.
D. Water Rate Ordinance – Administrator Brigham noted that the new rates would start with the January billings.  Approximately a 10% increase across the board.  The Commissioners stated they would like to table this item until the next meeting.
E. KMU Publication – Discussions – Commissioners did not want to renew this subscription.
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COMMISSION & ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

A. Commissioner Abbott –  
· Nothing to report 

B. Commissioner Shirley – 
· Followed up with Corey Schinstock about the stoplight at Lincoln and State Street.  Corey is still trying to locate the study that was done in the past.
C. Mayor Maness –

· Had a request from a citizen to have the city look into the intersection at State Street and Madison Avenue.  Vehicles are turning in and out of the businesses making it dangerous for the vehicles at the stoplights.  

D. City Administrator Brigham

· Will be out of town next week for vacation. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:15 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley and seconded by Mayor Maness to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney Client Matters. The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Administrator Brigham, Assistant Administrator Schinstock and Attorney Apt. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:35 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:35 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley and seconded by Mayor Maness to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney Client Matters. The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Administrator Brigham, and Attorney Apt. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:40 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:40 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley and seconded by Mayor Maness to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney Client Matters. The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Administrator Brigham, and Attorney Apt. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:45 p.m.
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DATE / TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 8th, 2009

                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 22nd, 2009   

ADJOURNMENT

3:49 P.M. Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley, and was seconded by Commissioner Abbott to adjourn the meeting.  The vote was three ayes.  As the vote was unanimous, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Approved by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola, Kansas this 8th day of December 2009.






Mayor, Bill Maness






City Clerk, Roxanne Hutton

