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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola was held October 13, 2009 at 1:00 p.m., at the City Commission Room at City Hall 2 W. Jackson, Iola, and Kansas.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Mayor Maness called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Bill Maness and Commissioners Craig Abbott and Bill Shirley were present, with Mayor Maness presiding.  Also present were City Administrator Judy Brigham, City Clerk Roxanne Hutton and City Attorney Chuck Apt. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Maness led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the agenda Commissioner Abbott seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

· None

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes Approval – September 22nd, 2009


B.     Appropriations Approval - 2009-19

C. Personnel Actions
· Joshua Savage – Fire Department – New Hire
· Jeff Bauer – Code Services – Annual Evaluation
· Toby Ross – Water Production – Annual Evaluation
· Jared Warner – Police Department – 6 Month Evaluation 
· Jed Rice – Utility Office – New Hire
Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion seconded by Commissioner Abbott.  The vote was three ayes.
D. Introduction of New Employees  

· Chi Wiggin – Utility Office 
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NEW BUSINESS

A. Russell Stover - Request –  David Shepland, Brian Calovich and Darrell Weick of Russell Stover was present to request that the Commissioners look at the current rates for electric and gas.  Commissioners requested that Russell Stover do a comparison of tax base due to the fact that Westar in Abilene is not charging for services provided by the City.  The commissioners stated that they would look into the matter.
B. Iola Sesquicentennial Request – Becky Nilges  Becky Nilges, Duane McGraw and Clyde Toland representatives of the Sesquicentennial Committee were present to request that the Commissioners consider naming the new park that will be developed in Davis Addition the Iola Sesquicentennial Park.  The Commissioners were favorable to this idea and requested that the committee look at ways to make the park more a representation of the city’s sesquicentennial celebration.  The Commissioners commended the committee on the work they have accomplished this year. 
C. Welder Position Discussions – John Lord and Eric Miller were at the meeting to discuss the importance and the need for a welder in the department.  Currently John Lord is the only certified welder on staff.  Commissioner Abbott made a motion to approve the Personnel Action Form for the welder at the pay grade level indicated.  Motion seconded by Mayor Maness.  The vote was three ayes.
D. Flewharty Gift – Clyde Toland representing the Flewharty Family presented the terms under the agreement if the City were to accept the property.  Mayor Maness made a motion to accept the gift. City Attorney Apt indicated that there was information the commission should consider before voting on this issue Mayor Maness then withdrew his motion. Commissioner Abbott requested the Commissioners go into executive session later in the meeting to discuss the property.
E. Charter Ordinance Committee – Appointments  - 14 Applicants applied for the Committee.  The Commissioners suggested that staff would set up the first meeting to get them started with Sandy Jacquot attending to help with any legal concerns the committee may have.  A motion was made by Mayor Maness to appoint all 14 applicants to the committee.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes. Mayor Maness requested that staff place display ads in the Iola Register listing the members so the community can contact them.
F. Housing Development Grant – Agreement – Commissioner Shirley made a motion to accept the grant for $219,000.00.  Mayor Maness seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.
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G. Cereal Malt Beverage License – Cedarbrook Golf Course  A motion was made by Commissioner Abbott to approve the CMB License request.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.
H. Sales Tax – General Ordinance This ordinance is necessary due to the election in April to levy the sales tax.  A motion was made by Commissioner Shirley and seconded by Mayor Maness to approve the Ordinance.  The vote was three ayes.
I. Indemnity Agreement – Macha Enterprises – Motion was made by Commissioner Abbott to approve the agreement and seconded by Commissioner Shirley. The vote was three ayes.
J. Indemnity Agreement – The New Greenery – A motion was made by Commissioner Abbott to approve the agreement and seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.
1:45 p.m. Mayor Maness declared a five-minute break.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Dispatch Discussions   –Following a lengthy discussion a motion was made by Mayor Maness to authorize one person working eight hours per day to do clerical duties in the police department.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.

COMMISSION & ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

A. Commissioner Abbott –  
· Inquired if the Charter Ordinance Committee could look into the administrator form of government since Administrator Brigham is looking to retire within the next year.  Administrator Brigham informed the commissioners that she wasn’t planning on retiring quite so soon, however it would be beneficial to have someone in place several months prior to her retirement.
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· Inquired about who would be going to Washington DC and why the Commission was not asked to authorize the trip.  Administrator Brigham informed the Commission that it was a quick decision and that the purpose of the trip was to try to get FEMA to withdraw their requirement of certification of the east side of the levy or help in funding to the city to certify the levy. Mayor Maness, Administrator Brigham and Assistant Administrator Schinstock will be going to Washington DC on Tuesday and coming home the same day.

B. Commissioner Shirley – 
· The American Legion is in need of funds to purchase new flags due to the current flags are starting to show wear.  Commissioner Shirley made a motion to donate $1,000.00 out of the Convention and Tourism Fund to the American Legion to purchase new flags and poles.  Mayor Maness seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

· Commended the Street and Alley Crew for the fine job they did on marking Madison Street and the great job on clean-up week.

· Inquired about the status of the community building at the park.  The commissioners requested that a letter be sent to Below Construction informing them that they are into their overage days and the commission would like a written response.

C. Mayor Maness –

· Noted that the municipal court is collecting less than 50% of fines.  Would like to see a stricter punishment on individuals that do not pay their fines.  The Commissioners would like to have Judge Saxton attend the next meeting of the Commission.

· Inquired about the status of the headstone repairs in the Cemetery.  Administrator Brigham will check on the status.

· Inquired about the school crossing on Madison and Buckeye Street.  School Students are frequently crossing on a red light.  Administrator Brigham will visit with Superintendent Neuenswander.  

·  Inquired about the crossing at the walking trail.  Requested that officers continue to monitor vehicle traffic and educate the public.

· Inquired about the status of the flooding on Scott Street.  Attorney Apt has drawn up indemnity agreement for all of the property owners to sign and then the city will try to remedy the situation.

· Inquired about the status of the old IGA building.  Following discussion Commissioners recommended that Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer begin condemnation process.
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D. City Administrator Brigham

· Received a thank you from Frank Fuller for the trimming of trees that the electric crew did.
· Graduation for the police Chief from the Academy will be October 30th.
· City Clerk Hutton informed the Commissioners that Ray’s Mini Mart had applied for their Adult Entertainment Business License, however the police officers found violations.  The Commissioners did not approve the application and stated that if they were in violation they should not be approved.
· Mayor Maness requested that the Ordinance be looked at and possibly changed for a stricter enforcement if violations are found.
· City Clerk Hutton informed the commissioners that Drew’s Chicken and Ribs have not made their September payment and notice has been sent to Gary Collins that his utilities at his house would be disconnected.
· Eric Lawrence, Acting Police Chief informed the group that the County is planning on hiring the two dispatchers so that the new employees will start out as County employees instead of changing soon after they were hired.  The city will have to reimburse the county for salaries due to the fact that the county has paid the city the supplement for 911 dispatch.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Acquisition of Real Estate 3:38 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a 

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Acquisition of Real Estate.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Administrator Brigham, and City Clerk Hutton. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:48 p.m.

Mayor Maness made a motion to accept the gift from the Flewharty family for the property north of the library.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:51 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney Client Matters.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners and Attorney Apt. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:56 p.m.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:56 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney 

Client Matters.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners and Attorney Apt. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 4:01 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 4:01 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney Client Matters.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners and Attorney Apt. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 4:06 p.m.

A motion was made by Mayor Maness to discontinue the contract with Wheatley and Ranquist.  Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

DATE / TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 27th, 2009

                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 10th, 2009   

ADJOURNMENT

4:14 P.M. Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley, and was seconded by Mayor Maness to adjourn the meeting.  The vote was two ayes.  As the vote was unanimous, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Approved by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola, Kansas this 27th day of October 2009.






Mayor, Bill Maness






City Clerk, Roxanne Hutton

