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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola was held September 22, 2009 at 1:00 p.m., at the City Commission Room at City Hall 2 W. Jackson, Iola, and Kansas.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Mayor Maness called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Bill Maness and Commissioners Bill Shirley were present, with Mayor Maness presiding.  Also present were City Administrator Judy Brigham, City Clerk Roxanne Hutton and City Attorney Chuck Apt. Commissioner Abbott was absent due to being out of town.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Maness led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the agenda Mayor Maness seconded the motion.  The vote was two ayes.

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

· Howard Ross presented a petition signed by 12 citizens that were against having a dog park in their neighborhood.

· Don Hillbrant was present on behalf of the Tree Board requesting that the Commissioners consider putting an arboretum on an empty lot that the city acquired from the flood.

· Doris Hill inquired about the commission increase in numbers.  Mayor Maness assured her that this is an agenda item later in the meeting.  

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes Approval – September 8th, 2009


B.     Appropriations Approval - 2009-18

C. Personnel Actions
· Dustin Huff – Police Department –Promotion 
· David Shelby – Police Department – Promotion
Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion seconded by Mayor Maness.  The vote was two ayes.
D. Introduction of New Employees  

· Tony Godfrey – Code Services

· Jeff Sellman – Parks & Cemetery
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NEW BUSINESS

A. Road Vacation Request –  The Planning Commission denied a request to close Benton Street right of way from Fourth Street west to the alley.  The request now comes to the Commission for their consideration. A motion was made by Mayor Maness to deny the request as recommended by the Planning Commission.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley. The vote was two ayes.
B. Condemnation Process  An Ordinance to continue with the condemnation process was presented to the Commissioners.  A motion was made by Commissioner Shirley to approve the Ordinance.  Mayor Maness seconded the motion.  The vote was two ayes.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Vision Master Plan – David Toland  – David Toland was present to answer questions about the Vision Master Plan. He informed the Commissioners that this plan when put into action following input from the public would help promote and improve the parks, recreation, trails, downtown area and signage of the city.  Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the plan with Mayor Maness seconding the motion.  The vote was two ayes.

B. Meter Reader Position –  This position would be an employee with all benefits except for time off.  Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the position as staff presented it.  Mayor Maness seconded the motion.  The vote was two ayes.

C. City Commission Size – Mayor Maness noted that last Thursday Sandy Jacquot from the League came to Iola to answer questions from the public and suggested that a committee be made up to help develop a Charter Ordinance indicating the number of commissioners and times for meetings.  Ray Shannon suggested that the committee members be a representation of the four voting wards, a non-voting chairperson, possibly the Mayor, a minute taker.  The committee will hold public meetings.  The Commissioners directed staff to put an ad in the Iola Register showing that applications will be taken for the committee.

D. KPP Resolution – Mayor Maness made a motion to approve the resolution.  Following discussion and a phone call to KPP indicating that they would try to put Iola on the board Commissioner Shirley made a second to the motion.  The vote was two ayes.

2:00 p.m. Mayor Maness declared a five-minute break.
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COMMISSION & ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

A. Commissioner Abbott –  
· Nothing to report – Absent from meeting.

B. Commissioner Shirley – 
· Inquired as to dates for clean up week.  Administrator Brigham noted that October 5th through the 9th is Clean up week.

· Inquired about the article in the paper that said the city was putting in athletic fields in the green space from the flood.  Commissioners approved the development of the fields.

· Reported that the Social Security Index is being reported at a zero increase.  Administrator Brigham informed the Commissioners that she had talked to the department heads yesterday about a possible zero COLA increase.

· Reminded everyone that the Tree Board is having a tree sale this Saturday.

C. Mayor Maness –

· Inquired about the status of the old IGA building.  Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer informed the Commissioners that the owner has until the end of the month.

· Inquired about the flooded properties that were not part of the buyout.  Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer informed the Commissioners that these houses would be condemned if they were not taken care of.  Mickey has informed Jeff that substantial completion of the current grant will be October 2nd. 

· Inquired about the status of the Community Building at the park.  

D. City Administrator Brigham

· Information handed to the commissioners showing that the city received a $219,000 grant for Cedarbrook development.
· Will be attending a KMU meeting tomorrow.
· Kent Tomson and Mike Phillips were present to request that Midstates Electric do a study of the cities electrical system at a cost of $13,500.00 coming from the electric budget.  The commissioners stated they would like this done.
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2:56 p.m. Mayor Maness declared a four minute break.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:00 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney Client Matters.  The vote was two ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Administrator Brigham, Assistant Administrator Schinstock and City Clerk Hutton. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:05 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:05 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney Client Matters.  The vote was two ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Administrator Brigham, Assistant Administrator Schinstock and City Clerk Hutton. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:11 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:11 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney Client Matters.  The vote was two ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Administrator Brigham, Assistant Administrator Schinstock, Street Superintendent Dan Leslie and City Clerk Hutton. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:14 p.m.

DATE / TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 13th, 2009

                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 27th, 2009   

ADJOURNMENT

3:18 P.M. Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley, and was seconded by Mayor Maness to adjourn the meeting.  The vote was two ayes.  As the vote was unanimous, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Approved by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola, Kansas this 13th day of October 2009.






Mayor, Bill Maness






City Clerk, Roxanne Hutton

