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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola was held June 23, 2009 at 1:00 p.m., at the City Commission Room at City Hall 2 W. Jackson, Iola, and Kansas.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Mayor Maness called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Bill Maness and Commissioners Bill Shirley and Craig Abbott were present, with Mayor Maness presiding.  Also present were City Administrator Judy Brigham, City Clerk Roxanne Hutton and City Attorney Chuck Apt.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Maness led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Commissioner Abbott seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

· Rose Ellis of the Body of Christ Outreach Ministries was seeking permission from the Commissioners to hold movies on East Street at the One.  They will block off the street and wanted to assure that the noise ordinance would not be an issue.  They would hold the movie nights starting September 26th for three consecutive Saturdays.  Mayor Maness approved the request with the approval of Chief Warner on the closing of the street and Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer on the noise ordinance.  Commissioner Abbott seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

· Ray Shannon inquired about the continuing process of enlarging the commission.  Mayor Maness assured Mr. Shannon that the Commission would continue to work on drafting a Charter Ordinance in order to enact the will of the citizens prior to 2011, as presently established by state law, and that citizen input would be solicited regarding any variance to implementation as laid out in the ballot question that voters approved.

Fire Chief Donald Leapheart introduced new employee Justin Turner to the Commission.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes Approval – June 9, 2009


B.     Appropriations Approval - 2009-12

C. Personnel Actions
· Ryan Sell – Fire Department – Annual Evaluation
· Jacob French – Fire Department – New Hire

· Kevin Rush – Electric Distribution – Annual Evaluation

· Dennis Walden – Street & Alley – 6 Month Evaluation
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Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the exception of check 44963 to the order of Allen County Hospital.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Abbott.  The vote was three ayes.
ROUNDTABLE 

A. KDOT Projects Update – Area Engineer, Darrin Petrowski was in attendance to provide updates on current projects and future pending projects with the Kansas Department of Transportation.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Bowlus Fine Arts Report – Susan Raines – Susan Raines was in attendance to present annual information regarding the Bowlus Center operations and requested that the city budget one mill for support of the Bowlus center.  The Commission will look into this request for the 2010 budget.

B. Sesquicentennial Event - Request – Mike Ford of the Charley Melvin Mad Bomber Run was in attendance to present the route event and request that the gates to the cemetery remain open for the event and he will lock them following the event.

C. Iola Municipal Band - Request – The band has been asked to perform at the Bowlus Fine Arts Center in August as per the contract they are required to receive permission from the Commission.  Julie Tidd, Band Director requested permission from the Commission for the additional performance, noting that they had money in the budget for the performance.  Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the request.  Mayor Maness seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

D. Muni-Gas Resolution – Munigas is requesting Resolution 2009-5 be approved to secure funding for the two largest users of gas in Iola.  Mayor Maness made a motion to approve the resolution with Commissioner Shirley seconding the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

E. Enterprise Zone Act - Resolution – This resolution 2009-6 is reconfirming support for the qualifying regional strategic plan and requesting the Secretary of Commerce and Housing re-approve Allen County Kansas as a Kansas Enterprise Zone.  Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the Act with Mayor Maness seconding the motion.  The vote was three ayes.
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F. Westar – Transmission Service – Westar has drawn up a separation of ownership statement for the 69K electric transmission line that cannot be determined if Iola or Westar owns.  Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the ownership statement.  Commissioner Abbott seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

G. City Land Sale – Bid Review –Two bids were received for the property located at the southeast corner of Montana Road and South State Street.  One bid was for $75.00 and the other was for $888.00.  The Commission informed the Lowell’s they had the winning bid and were responsible for closing costs.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. KWIKOM Request – KwiKom is requesting permission to install a wireless internet antenna on the Miller Road and Gates Water Towers.  The Commission asked that both companies be contacted with what they can offer to the city.

B. Kansas Power Pool – Operating Agreement – The amended operating agreement was presented to the Commission for approval.  This item was tabled until the next meeting.

C. Easements for Cedarbrook Property – Mayor Maness made a motion to approve the easements for utilities.  Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

COMMISSION & ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

A. Commissioner Abbott –  
· Inquired about curbing on Lincoln Street.  Assistant Administrator Corey Schinstock has requested PEC look at the drainage issues when they are in town.

· Inquired about animal control issues.  Administrator Brigham informed the commissioners that currently the police are handling nuisance issues and Street and Alley are picking up dead animals.  

· Inquired about Elm Street Water Tower.  Was informed that the tower is out of service and looking to future budgeting for removal of the tower.
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B. Commissioner Shirley – 
· Was pleased with the swimming pool attendance.  
· Noted that the swim meet went well. 
C. Mayor Maness –

· Inquired about the expenses of current swimming pool operation in comparison to the expense of operating the old pool.  
· Inquired about whether or not police officers had adequate training to determine if an animal needs to be removed from a residence if they seem to not be being cared for and what authority they had to provide immediate relief for a seemingly distressed animal.  Attorney Apt informed the Commissioners that they have the authority to remove an animal if they feel it is necessary and then the case will be handled in court.
D. City Administrator Brigham

· Dave Mathewson commended the Parks Department and the Electric Department on the work they completed for the horseshoe tournament.  
· Chief Warner will be attending Police Academy beginning July 27th through October.
· Hail damage to city vehicles have been reported.
· Lynn Jenkins will be in Iola on Friday.
· Cedarbrook Development going well.
· Sidewalk on Miller road progressing.
· Playground equipment being installed at the park this week.
· Thrive is continuing to have fundraisers for more playground equipment.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 2:26 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney/Client Matters.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners Attorney Apt, City Clerk Hutton and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:31 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 2:31 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney/Client Matters.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners Attorney Apt, City Clerk Hutton and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:41 p.m.

2:41 p.m. Mayor Maness declared a five-minute break.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Real Estate Acquisition 2:46 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss real estate acquisition.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Administrator Brigham and City Clerk Hutton. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:56 p.m.
DATE / TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 14th, 2009 

                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 28th, 2009

ADJOURNMENT

2:57 P.M. Motion was made by Commissioner Abbott, and was seconded by Commissioner Shirley to adjourn the meeting.  The vote was three ayes.  As the vote was unanimous, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Approved by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola, Kansas this 14th day of July 2009.






Mayor, Bill Maness






City Clerk, Roxanne Hutton

