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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola was held June 9, 2009 at 1:00 p.m., at the City Commission Room at City Hall 2 W. Jackson, Iola, and Kansas.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Mayor Maness called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Bill Maness and Commissioners Bill Shirley and Craig Abbott were present, with Mayor Maness presiding.  Also present were City Administrator Judy Brigham, City Clerk Roxanne Hutton and City Attorney Chuck Apt.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Maness led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Abbott made a motion to approve the agenda adding under unfinished business 8.h. Gas Ordinance; new business #7 d. Cancer Relay, new business #7 e. Police Department Grant. Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

· The Lowell’s inquired about purchasing the property on State Street and Montana Road that is owned by the city.  Assistant Administrator Schinstock informed them that this property would have to be put up for sealed bids as all city property for sale has been in the past.  Mayor Maness made a motion to put the property up for sealed bid sale.  Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

· Ray Shannon inquired about commissioners changing the number of commissioners.  Mr. Shannon stated that since a nine member council was what was voted on by the citizens that is what should take place.  Mayor Maness stated that he would like to have some public forums to get public input on what they would like to see.  The Commissioners would also like for Attorney Chuck Apt to put an article in the paper informing citizens exactly what was voted on and what other options there are.

· John Womack inquired about his property on South Tennessee that the city is telling him he has to mow but he wishes to hay.  Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer stated that city code has no allowance for haying inside the city limits.  Mr. Womack was questioned about dumping on the property.  He stated he has a state-dumping license.  The commission directed Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer to get with Mr. Womack about his dumping permit and possible haying choices.
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CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes Approval – May 26, 2009


B.     Appropriations Approval - 2009-11

C. Personnel Actions
· Justin Turner – Fire Department – New Hire
· Steve Robb – Electric Production – Resignation
· Mitch Phillips – Gas, Water & Wastewater – Annual Evaluation
· Corey Isbell – Fire Department – 6 month Evaluation
· Tony Hutton – Sanitation – Annual Evaluation
· Linda McClure – Dispatch – Resignation
· Jason Franklin – Gas/Water/Wastewater – Change of Position
Commissioner Abbott made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Business Appreciation Awards – Craig Van Wey, Southeast Region Manager for the Kansas Department of Commerce was in attendance to present the annual business appreciation winners.  Sigg’s Auto Parts was named a SE Region winner and Family Physicians and Hope Unlimited were presented with merit awards.

1:32 p.m. Mayor Maness declared a five-minute break

B. Iola Municipal Band Contract – Presented to the Commission for approval was the annual band contract.  The band will perform nine free to the public performances for $6,500.00.  Mayor Maness made a motion to approve the contract.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.

C. Cottonwood Street Extension – A proposed bid from Kings Construction to extend Cottonwood Street to McGuire Street (approximately 550 feet) for a bid amount of $119,956.00 was presented to the Commission for approval.  Administrator Brigham informed the Commissioners that a grant has been applied for to pay for the project, however if the grant does not come through sales tax money is available to pay for the project.

D. Relay for Life Request - Mayor Maness had received a request to waive the fees for rental of the North Community Building for a reception for the Relay for Life on July 8th from 3-10 p.m.  Commissioner Abbott made a motion to approve the request since the event will be open to the public.  Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.
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E. Police Department Grant – Chief Warner informed the Commissioners that a grant through the Department of Justice was available for the city to purchase replacement cameras for vehicles, software computer programs and duty gear.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. KWIKOM Request – KwiKom is requesting permission to install a wireless internet antenna on the Miller Road and Gates Water Towers.  The Commissioners informed Mr. Peres that they would like to discuss options and get back with them at a later time.

B. Rail Trail Crossing Signals – Assistant Administrator Schinstock informed the commissioners that he had ordered signs that will be placed in the center of the streets to alert drivers that there is foot traffic ahead.  Commissioners would like to see some radio ads alerting drivers to crosswalk traffic.  Commissioners were concerned about a lack of a crosswalk at the entrance of Riverside Park.

C. Library Project – Contract – A revised contract from Hans Fischer for the project was presented to the Commission for approval.  Mayor Maness made a motion to approve the contract.  Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

D. N&B Natural Gas Contract – The Contract was presented to the Commission for approval.   2:07 p.m. A motion was made by Mayor Maness to adjourn into executive session for attorney/client matters for five minutes.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.  Present were Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Administrator Brigham, and Clerk Hutton.  The regular meeting resumed at 2:12 p.m. A motion was made to approve the contract by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.

E. Southern Star – Contract – The Contract was presented to the Commission for approval.  Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve with Commissioner Abbott seconding the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

F. Kansas Power Pool – Operating Agreement – The amended operating agreement was presented to the Commission for approval.  No action was taken on this item.

G. Charter Ordinance – The Charter Ordinance to change the number of Commissioners was presented to the Commission for discussion.  The commissioners discussed the options available and determined would like to educate the public and look into reconfiguring the wards.

H. Gas Ordinance – A new ordinance was presented to the Commission, which would allow large users to commit to purchasing a determined amount of gas.  Commissioner Abbott made a motion to approve the ordinance.  Mayor Maness seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.
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COMMISSION & ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

A. Commissioner Abbott –  
· Inquired about the thefts at the swimming pool.  Administrator Brigham informed the Commissioners that individuals are encouraged to bring their own locks for the lockers. Commissioner Abbott would like to see a sign put in the locker area stating “Under Surveillance” and the employees making rounds by the area.

· Suggested using Street & Alley Crew to pick up dead animals during this time when the city does not have an animal control officer.  

· Inquired about the one block on East Lincoln Street where there is no curbing.  Would like to see some options.

B. Commissioner Shirley – 
· Inquired about the sidewalk on Miller Road.  Administrator Brigham informed the commissioners that work was to begin today on the sidewalk.

· Noted that the Asphalting in the park looks great and commended the employees for a job well done.

· Inquired about the debris from the flood buyout homes that was discussed at the last meeting.  Was assured by Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer that all debris had been picked up.
C. Mayor Maness –

· Had requested that Code Enforcement Officer, Jeff Bauer be present to give an update on the buyout and demo projects.  
· Mowing of buyout homes seems to be going well. Starting to look nice in the south part of town.
D. City Administrator Brigham

· Informed the Commissioners that several individuals are interested in a second buyout of flood homes.  Commissioners would like to see a cost analysis for a second buyout.
· EMC Insurance is offering an umbrella policy.  The cost to the city would be $16,696.00.  
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3:03 p.m. Mayor Maness declared a five-minute break.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Real Estate Acquisition 3:12 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss real estate acquisition.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Administrator Brigham and City Clerk Hutton. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:17 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Non-Elected Personnel 3:18 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss non-elected personnel because if this matter were discussed in open session it might invade the privacy of those discussed.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, City Clerk Hutton and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:23 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:28 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney/Client Matters.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners Attorney Apt, City Clerk Hutton and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:38 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney Client 3:38 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss Attorney/Client Matters.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners Attorney Apt, City Clerk Hutton and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:43 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Non-Elected Personnel 3:44 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Commissioner Abbott and seconded by Mayor Maness to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss non-elected personnel because if this matter were discussed in open session it might invade the privacy of those discussed.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Administrator Brigham and City Clerk Hutton. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 3:46 p.m.

A motion was made by Commissioner Shirley and seconded by Commissioner Abbott to increase rate of pay to $20.92 for Mike Phillips, Interim Superintendent of Electric Generation.  The vote was three ayes.

DATE / TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 23rd, 2009 

                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 14th  , 2009

ADJOURNMENT

3:49 P.M. Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley, and was seconded by Commissioner Abbott to adjourn the meeting.  The vote was three ayes.  As the vote was unanimous, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Approved by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola, Kansas this 23rd day of June 2009.






Mayor, Bill Maness






City Clerk, Roxanne Hutton

