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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola was held May 12, 2009 at 1:00 p.m., at the City Commission Room at City Hall 2 W. Jackson, Iola, and Kansas.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Mayor Maness called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Bill Maness and Commissioners Craig Abbott and Bill Shirley were present, with Mayor Maness presiding.  Also present were City Administrator Judy Brigham, City Attorney Chuck Apt, and City Clerk Roxanne Hutton. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Maness led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Abbott seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

· Jeff Rexwinkle approached the commission about looking into the possibility of windmills for electricity.  Mayor Maness encouraged city officials to continue to look at possibilities for alternate energy sources.

· Brenda Miller at 318 W. Jackson voiced her concerns about drainage problems and flooding of her property during heavy rains.  Mayor Maness informed Mrs. Miller that staff would look into the problem.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes Approval – April 28, 2009


B.     Appropriations Approval - 2009-09

C. Personnel Actions
· Jarrod Tedder – Street & Alley – Annual Evaluation
· Robert Colborn – Electric Distribution – Annual Evaluation
· Brian Cochran – Gas, Water & Wastewater – Annual Evaluation 

· Scott Stewart – E911 Dispatch – 12 Month Evaluation

· Linda McClure – E911 Dispatch – Annual Evaluation

· James Jerome – Police Department – 12 Month Evaluation

· Douglas Campbell – Police Department – 12 Month Evaluation

· Thomas Roush – Police Department – 12 Month Evaluation

· Jeremy Ellington – Fire Department – Resignation

· Dana Nauertc – Stores – Annual Evaluation
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Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the consent agenda moving the personnel actions to the end of the meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Abbott.  The vote was three ayes.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Insurance Refund – Debbie Taiclet  -Debbie Taiclet from Iola Insurance Associates was present to present a refund check in the amount of $33,218.83       to the city.

B. Neighborhood Revitalization - Public Hearing –   Mayor Maness called the public hearing to order at 1:30 p.m. Administrator Brigham gave an overview of the areas that will be affected. Jim Talkington questioned why the area did not include north of Garfield Street.  Administrator Brigham informed Mr. Talkington that other areas could be considered on a case-by-case basis.  The Mayor closed the hearing at 1:37 p.m. 
C. KwiKom –– Dan Hamilton – Dan Hamilton was not present to request permission to put his antennas on top of the water towers.  Assistant Administrator Corey Schinstock informed the commission that one provider currently has antennas on the city water towers and the city receives free internet service as compensation.  The Commission requested this item be tabled until the May 26th meeting.
D. Animal Control Discussions – Police Chief Warner requested that this item be tabled until the next meeting due to the fact that the animal control officer was out of town.
E. Iola Public Library Project –  Mayor Maness made a motion to approve the grant request.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was Mayor Maness and Commissioner Shirley in favor.  Commissioner Abbott opposed.  The motion passed by majority vote.  The commissioners requested that more information be obtained on the engineer agreement and be brought  back to the next meeting.

F. Kansas Power Pool – Operating Agreement –  The commission would like for Scott Shreve and Attorney Apt to review the agreement and will consider the changes at the next meeting.
G. Southern Star Agreement – Since having an audit done Southern Star is requesting this addendum to the agreement.  
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1:34 p.m. Mayor Maness declared a six-minute break.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney / Client 2:00 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Abbott to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss attorney / client matters.  The vote was three ayes.  Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham and City Clerk Hutton.  The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:05 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney / Client 2:05 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Abbott to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss attorney / client matters.  The vote was three ayes.  Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham and City Clerk Hutton.  The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:10 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney / Client 2:10 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Abbott to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss attorney / client matters.  The vote was three ayes.  Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham and City Clerk Hutton.  The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:15 p.m.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. N&B Enterprises Contract – Richard Burris – Mr. Burris was present to request an increase in the transportation costs of his natural gas to $.12.  The Commission questioned why they should pay more to N&B than they are paying Southern Star.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney / Client 2:27 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss attorney / client matters.  The vote was three ayes.  Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham, Scott Shreve and City Clerk Hutton.  The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:32 p.m.
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B. Charter Ordinance Discussions –  Attorney Apt was looking for direction from the commission concerning the Charter Ordinance on Commission numbers etc… Mayor Maness would like to get more community input and requested that this item be tabled for further consideration.
COMMISSION & ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

A. Commissioner Abbott –  
· Inquired if Administrator Brigham had contacted Mark Percy about the ball diamonds.  Administrator Brigham assured Commissioner Abbott that she had indeed contacted Mr. Percy.

B. Commissioner Shirley – 
· Wanted to make clear that the water issue at the cemetery needs to be addressed prior to repairing the stones.

· Inquired as to the timeline of the removal of the flood houses that have been torn down.  Administrator Brigham informed the Commission that the contractor is requesting an increase in time.

· Was contacted by the Athletic Director of the High School voicing his approval of the city help with the ball fields.  Iola was the only town that was able to hold all of their games during this rainy spring weather.

C. Mayor Maness –

· Introduced an employee incentive plan that would reward employees and their fellow coworkers for suggestions of cost saving measures.  He asked the commissioners to look over his plan and consider it.
D. City Administrator Brigham

· Was contacted by Rob Francis asking for the city’s financial participation in an EMS study that would cost $40,000.00 with the city’s share being $13,500.00.    The commissioners were not willing to support the study.
· Met with USD 257 on the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan.  They supported it.  Informed the school of the lots the city would be willing to donate for building trades houses.
· Fire department collected donations and purchased a jet ski for rescues.
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· Presented audit proposals from two different out of town companies since there is not a local company that offers audits.  Lowenthall, Singleton and Associates were the lower of two bids received.  Mayor Maness made a motion to accept the Lowenthall, Singleton bid.  Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney / Client 2:30 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Abbott to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss attorney / client matters.  The vote was three ayes.  Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham and City Clerk Hutton.  The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:35 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney / Client 2:36 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Abbott to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss attorney / client matters.  The vote was three ayes.  Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham and City Clerk Hutton.  The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:43 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Non-Elected Personnel 2:43 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley and seconded by Mayor Maness to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss non-elected personnel because if this matter were discussed in open session it might invade the privacy of those discussed.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 2:46 p.m.
Administrator Brigham informed the Commissioners the pool would open on time and that a ribbon cutting ceremony would be held at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 22nd.

DATE / TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 26th, 2009 

                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 9th, 2009

ADJOURNMENT

3:53 P.M. Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley, and was seconded by Mayor Maness to adjourn the meeting.  The vote was three ayes.  As the vote was unanimous, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Approved by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola, Kansas this 26th day of May 2009.






Mayor, Bill Maness






City Clerk, Roxanne Hutton

