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A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola was held April 14, 2009 at 1:00 p.m., at the Iola High School Lecture Hall located at 300 E. Jackson Ave., Iola, and Kansas.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Mayor Maness called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Bill Maness and Commissioners Craig Abbott and Bill Shirley were present, with Mayor Maness presiding.  Also present were City Administrator Judy Brigham, City Attorney Chuck Apt, and City Clerk Roxanne Hutton. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Maness led the group in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.  

SWEARING IN 

City Clerk Hutton with the assistance of Student City Clerk Madison Ford swore in Commissioner Shirley.

Mayor Maness introduced Police Chief Jared Warner to the group.  Chief Warner addressed the group.

REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Abbott made a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of 9. B. Recreation and 10. E. discussion of Grant.  Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.

PROCLAMATIONS 

A. Student Government Day  Mayor Maness read the proclamation. Mayor Maness and Student Mayor Brooke Mueller signed the proclamation.  An original copy was given to Student Mayor Brooke Mueller.
B. State Spelling Bee – Clara Wicoff – Mayor Maness read the proclamation and presented Clara Wicoff with a signed original after introducing her to the group and congratulating her on her accomplishments.
C. Fair Housing Month – Mayor Maness read the proclamation.
D. Arbor Day – Mayor Maness read the proclamation declaring April 24th Arbor Day.  Roberta Shirley of the Tree Board informed the Commissioners that Iola had been designated Tree City again this year and the Tree Board would be presenting awards to local schools for their wining posters.
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E. Youth Week – Iola Elks – Darrell Chester of the Iola Elks read the proclamation and Mayor Maness declared the first week in May Youth Week.  Mike Jewell of the Iola Elks informed the group of the upcoming projects to celebrate Youth Week.  A signed original copy was given to the Mr. Jewell and Mr. Chester.
PUBLIC COMMENTS  

· Neil Westervelt and Mike Schwindt were present on behalf of the newly formed car club in Iola.  They were requesting some assistance from the city for cones to block off parking spaces on the square every third Friday.  The Commissioners asked Dan Leslie of Street and Alley to assist the group with getting them cones so that they can mark off the parking spaces.  Commissioner Abbott made a motion to allow the group to block off the street to allow for the cars.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Shirley.  The vote was three ayes.

· David Toland of Allen County Thrive was requesting the commissioners allow a single firework to be set off at 12:26 a.m. on July 4, 2009 to signal the start of the Sesquicentennial Mad Bomber 5K run.  The group is also requesting the pool to remain open until 11:00 p.m. for entertainment for the group.  Commissioner Abbott requested that this item be tabled until a future meeting to allow Mr. Toland to meet with Recreation Director Luke Bycroft about was to enhance this event.

· Matt Taylor, Police Officer requested that his resignation be rescinded due to the fact that he felt like his resignation was coerced.  Mayor Maness stated that he would like to move the personnel actions to the end of the meeting and would discuss this matter with Mr. Taylor at that time.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes Approval – March 24, 2009 & March 30, 2009


B.     Appropriations Approval - 2009-07

C. Personnel Actions
· David Shelby – Police Department – New Hire 

· Matt Taylor – Police Department - Resignation

Commissioner Shirley made a motion to approve the consent agenda moving the personnel actions to the end of the meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Abbott.  The vote was three ayes.
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ROUNDTABLE


A.  Recreation Survey Results

· David Toland, Executive Director of Thrive Allen County presented the results of the recreation survey.  Mr. Toland noted that since this survey was done prior to all of the layoffs that have taken place in Iola; his suggestion would be to hold off on a recreation center until the economy was improved.  Mr. Toland informed the group that the survey results have been used in nine different grant applications with one in Humboldt being successful.
B. Recreation

· Luke Bycroft, Recreation Director presented the recommendation from the Recreation Committee for hours and admission prices for the swimming pool.  After discussion the commission asked Luke to go back to the Committee to see if a season ticket price could be agreed upon and possibly increasing the age group for the $1.00 admission price.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Rail Trail Crossing – Mid America Signal –   Bill Droessler presented to the group the different options with prices for the signals.  Following discussion the commission recommended that Mr. Droessler, Chief Warner, Dan Leslie, Kent Tomson and Corey Schinstock get together and determine what the best option would be and report back to the Commission.

B. Special Drug & Alcohol Fund – Nathan Fossum of Southeast Kansas Mental Health Center was present to ask for the Special Drug and Alcohol Funds in the amount of $5,235.82 with $500.00 of this request contributed to Hope Unlimited.  Mayor Maness made a motion to disburse the $5,235.82 to the Southeast Kansas Mental Health Center with $500.00 going to Hope Unlimited.  Commissioner Shirley seconded the motion.  The vote was three ayes.  

2:40 p.m. The Mayor declared a ten-minute break. 

C. KMEA/KMGA Appointments – A motion was made by Commissioner Abbott and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to appoint Steve Robb as Director #2 and Mike Phillips as alternate.  The vote was three ayes.
D. Cedarbrook Addition – Street Naming – Following discussion it was decided to name the street Strickler Road after Ivan Strickler.
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E. Grant Discussion – Jeff Bauer – Jeff informed the Commissioners that he is in the process of completing the application for the third and final phase of the grants being offered to cities that had damage from the 2007 flood.  Jeff informed the Commissioners that Dean Development is waiting for approval on their tax credits prior to starting in May.
3:00 p.m. Commissioner Abbott made a motion to adjourn the meeting to City Hall at 3:15 p.m.  Motion seconded by Mayor Maness.  The vote was three ayes.

3:15 p.m.  The Meeting resumed at City Hall.

COMMISSION & ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS

A. Commissioner Abbott –  
· Requested the city send a letter recognizing Doug Strickler for his help with the electric crew during the last ice storm.
· Inquired as to whether the city should look into contracting all of the mowing.
· Inquired who wrote the question that was on the ballot concerning the city commission.  Was told by City Attorney Apt that the question came from the petition and the statue reference.  Discussion followed concerning increasing the Commission.  Mayor Maness stated he would like to see the process move as quickly as possible and possibly passing a charter ordinance to make it a five-member council if that is what the public was seeking.
· Inquired as to items that he had requested at previous meetings that he had not received.
· Notice of the mandatory meeting that Pam Beasley had requested all department heads attend.  Administrator Brigham stated she assumed he had received the response from Sheriff Williams since his name was on the email list.
· The impact of the N&B Contract increase on customers.  
· Overtime sheets.  City Clerk Hutton informed Mr. Abbott that she had the sheets for the commissioners with her.
· City Revenues and Expenses compared with the prior year. City Clerk Hutton informed Mr. Abbott that she is training on the finances and it is difficult to coordinate her time with Administrator Brigham’s.  
· Mayor Maness requested that an action list be included with the minutes so that these items could be followed up on at future meetings.
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B. Commissioner Shirley – 
· Inquired about changing Commission Meeting dates in August. 

· Asked Administrator Brigham if Iola is storing gas right now with prices lower right now.

· Inquired about the progression with the County on ambulance issues.

C. Mayor Maness –

· Nothing
D. City Administrator Brigham

· Need direction from the Commission about making an offer to USD 257 school board about property at Cedarbrook for the building trades classes.  The Commission would support a five-year plan.
· Increasing the random drug testing of employees from 5% to 10%.
· Received an invitation for the Commission from Roger Carswell to tour the library on April 28th at 5:00 p.m.
· The fire department is still understaffed.  This is creating an overtime issue.  Commission directed Administrator Brigham to advertise for a paramedic/fireman.
· Will meet tomorrow with Russell Stover’s and Scott Shreve.
· Wednesday all staff will have safety training at the North Community Building.
· Totals for cleanup week are in packet.  Great that it coincided with ice storm able to pick up large amount of limbs.
· Going to Columbus on Thursday to meet with Sam Brownback and hear updates from Washington.
· City had to purchase rock due to the fact the county was not able to provide enough for the city’s needs.
· The pool is on schedule.
· Tax Protest “tea” tomorrow at noon at the bandstand.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION – Non-Elected Personnel 3:55 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss non-elected personnel because if this matter were discussed in open session it might invade the privacy of those discussed.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Officer Womack, Chief Warner, Officer Matt Taylor, and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 4:10 p.m.
4:05 p.m. Matt Taylor left the executive session.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Non-Elected Personnel 4:10 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss non-elected personnel because if this matter were discussed in open session it might invade the privacy of those discussed.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, Officer Womack, Chief Warner, Officer Matt Taylor, and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 4:15 p.m.
4:14 p.m. Matt Taylor left the executive session.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Attorney / Client 4:15 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Abbott to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss attorney / client matters.  The vote was three ayes.  Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham.  The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 4:30 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Non-Elected Personnel 4:30 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss non-elected personnel because if this matter were discussed in open session it might invade the privacy of those discussed.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 4:33 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Non-Elected Personnel 4:33 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss non-elected personnel because if this matter were discussed in open session it might invade the privacy of those discussed.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 4:38 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Non-Elected Personnel 4:38 p.m. K.S.A.75-4319a (1)

Motion was made by Mayor Maness and seconded by Commissioner Shirley to recess into “Executive Session” for the purpose of conducting a meeting to discuss non-elected personnel because if this matter were discussed in open session it might invade the privacy of those discussed.  The vote was three ayes. Present:  Commissioners, Attorney Apt, and Administrator Brigham. The open meeting to resume in the Commission Room at 4:40 p.m.
A motion was made by Commissioner Shirley and seconded by Mayor Maness to approve the personnel actions as presented.  The vote was three ayes.

When asked by Richard Luken, Iola Register Reporter if the PAF from Matt Taylor resigning was the one that was being approved the Mayor responded affirmatively.

DATE / TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 28th, 2009 

                 City Commission Meeting 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 12th, 2009

ADJOURNMENT

4:42 P.M. Motion was made by Commissioner Shirley, and was seconded by Mayor Maness to adjourn the meeting.  The vote was three ayes.  As the vote was unanimous, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Approved by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Iola, Kansas this 28th day of April 2009.






Mayor, Bill Maness






City Clerk, Roxanne Hutton

